Nonlateralized attentional deficits: an important component behind persisting visuospatial neglect?
Simple reaction time was examined in a consecutive series of 60 right hemisphere stroke patients at the postacute stage and at 6 to 7 months poststroke. Reaction times to auditory stimuli were measured within the ipsilesional side of space. Patients showing contralateral neglect in conventional tests of neglect showed significantly increased reaction times at the postacute stage and at the follow-up compared to those not showing neglect and to those in a group of normal controls. The results suggest that a lowered general attentional capacity may constitute a central component behind persistent neglect. An additional analysis of the CT scans of the patients showed that a large lesion including the paraventricular white matter in the temporal lobe was the most important anatomical correlate of persisting slow reactions.